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The teacher counted for more. So classes were limited to
sixty children in the 'nineties. New class-rooms erected since
1924 have seldom provided for more than fifty. And a
twentieth-century decline in the child population tended to
relieve the pressure on space. But in older districts, many
schools—especially the non-provided—still survived from the
day of the pupil teacher, when two or three classes worked
within the same room so as to be under the supervision of the
same adult.
The home also counted for more. In the days of voluntary-
ism, when the only children who came to school were those
whose parents were sufficiently interested to pay school fees,
little more was needed to enlist their co-operation than to make
them feel that the school was sufficiently efficient for regular
attendance to be worth while. Free and compulsory education
have intensified the contact between the school and a less
interested type of parent. But the very broadening of the
range of elementary education may perhaps tend to bring it
within the field of many a parent's comprehension, especially
where the physical health and activity of the child are con-
cerned. The school-child still spends the greater part of
its life outside school. When school and home do not co-oper-
ate, the child is the victim of a tug-of-war between the two.
Without relieving the parent of his responsibility, the school
has none the less its responsibility to fulfil. As an instrument
for raising the living standard, it has often had to inculcate
a higher standard of behaviour than that of the slum home.
That was the aim of our historic schools of industry and of
the nineteenth-century ragged schools. That was also the
ideal behind the day industrial schools which Disraeli's 1876
act empowered school boards to erect, there to wash and feed
as well as teach the children. The fulfilment of the ideal has
lain partly along the lines of the official school lunch where
children might learn to eat like Christians, instead of being
fed like starving pigs as in the days of unthkiking charity.
And some thousands of those who have no gardens and no
spare rooms to play in and who would otherwise have been

